
WORKSHOP 

Prototype Theory and Egyptian Hieroglyphs (an introduction) 

Orly Goldwasser (Hebrew University of Jerusalem) 

(Seminar, Language – English) 

6.-7.2.2015 

Why is categorization central to the understanding of culture? What is prototype theory? How does it differ 
from earlier and other, current theories of categorization? What special relevance does this theory have to 
Egyptology and the hieroglyphic script? Do hieroglyphs bring new information to prototype theory and 
other general theories of categorization and classification? What is the connection between brain theory, 
hieroglyphs and prototypes? How can prototype theory be extended to other research questions? 

Primary seminar objectives: 

1. Create awareness to new research questions in any discipline one is working in. 
2. Enhance interdisciplinary thinking. 
3. Introduce new perspectives on Egyptian hieroglyphs. 
4. Present research on categorization in the human mind, classification, classifiers and a few finds in the 

field of brain research. 

Assignment and Grading: 

35% participation in classes. 
65% lecture (+ power point), or paper up to 6 pages, in English [English should not be  perfect!]. 

Seminar Program 

Friday, February 6, 2015 
16:00-18:00 

Topics: Introduction for Linguists – The Egyptian Hieroglyphic System 

Required reading: 
Schenkel, Hieroglyphische Schriftlehre, Einleitung, 2003, 12-38. 
Gardiner, Grammar, 25-33. Special attention – the so called “alphabet” on p. 27. 

Optional reading: 
Parkinson, Cracking Codes. (special attention - Champollion, Rosetta Stone) 
Goldwasser, From Icon to Metaphor – Semiotics. 
Schenkel, Tübinger Einführung, Einleitung, 2005, 17-40. Special attention – 41-72. 



1 Presentation (by N.N.): 20 mins -½ an hour + power point:  
Reading of Schenkel, Hieroglyphische Schriftlehre, Einleitung, 2003, 5-38. 

Saturday, February 7, 2015 
 9:00- 12:30  

Topics: Introduction to categorization theories – prototypes exemplars and schemas, 
implementation of prototype theory 

Required reading: 
Lakoff, Women, fire and dangerous things, 5-68. 
Wierzbicka, Apples. 

Optional Reading: 
Taylor, Linguistic categorization. 
Geeraerts, Cognitive Linguistics.  

1 Presentation (by Imke Fleuren): 20 mins - ½ an hour + power point:  
Reading of Rifkin, Event taxonomies.

Saturday, February 7, 2015 
14:00 - 18:00  

Topics: hieroglyphs and prototypes, signifier and signified, classifiers, prototypes in the brain 

Required reading: 
Goldwasser, Prophets, lovers and giraffes
Goldwasser and Grinevald, What are determinatives good for?

Optional reading 
Lincke & Kammerzell, Classifiers in the interface.
Werning, Höhlenbuch, 111, 322-326. 
Lincke, Prinzipien. 
Peust, Review of Lincke. 
Goldwasser, La force de l’icone. 
Li & Bisang, Classifiers.

1 Presentation (by Monika Zöller-Engelhardt): 20 mins -  ½ an hour + power point:  
Critical reading of Goldwasser, La force (critical reading, make connection to prototype theory) 

1 Presentation (by Sonja Gerke): 20 mins  - ½ an hour + power point:  
Critical reading of Lincke & Kammerzell, Classifiers in the interface (with emphasis on prototype issues) 
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